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MENTOR TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE





In 2019, 47% of children in Florida were not ready for Kindergarten and

42% of Florida students could not read at a minimally proficient level by

the end of third grade.  Additionally, studies show that children with

mentors are more confident and have fewer behavioral problems. Early

intervention and individualized attention gives students the best

likelihood of success.

WHY IT MATTERS

OUR MISSION
To build genuine, impactful relationships

between students and our volunteer mentors.

To help students build a strong social-emotional

foundation through self-awareness, self-

management, social awareness, relationship

skills and responsible decision-making.

To improve students’ understanding of the

fundamental building blocks of early literacy.
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OUR HISTORY
In early 2011, Carol and Barney Barnett generously offered to fund the creation and

implementation of a volunteer-based early literacy initiative. The Children’s

Movement of Florida was asked to design and oversee the statewide effort --

partnering with local United Ways to launch ReadingPals in 10 Florida regions.

Since then, we have continued to grow... Together, we all continue to work towards

making a difference in the lives of thousands of children in Florida every year. 

 
1.   Florida Office of Early Learning (2019)

2.  Florida Department of Education (2019)

3.  Big Brothers Big Sisters of Canada (2013)
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OUR REACH



OUR PROGRAMS





56%

OUR VOLUNTEERS

36%

+20%
77%2,224



STARTING
EARLY

3,275

OUR STUDENTS

CURRICULUM





66,354

OUR IMPACT IN 2018-2019

69,8836

215 586





OUR IMPACT OVER TIME
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IN SEVEN YEARS...





GROWTH

OUR VPK STUDENT DATA



OUR TEAM

AWARDS



THE CHILDREN'S MOVEMENT OF FLORIDA
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OUR DIGITAL NETWORK

CURRENT 
& PAST
VOLUNTEERS

The Children's Movement of Florida

continues to expand upon an email 

 database of engaged volunteers to

further our conversation around the

importance of early education. 

ENGAGING  THOUSANDS  OF  MENTORS  ACROSS  THE  STATE

We asked our volunteers what motivates them to be ReadingPals...



John Knight

ReadingPals Statewide Director

The Children's Movement of Florida

john.knight@childrensmovementflorida.org




